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Polly was born March 22, 1918, in Wau-
kegan, lllinois. In 1937, at the age of 19, she
threw caution to the wind and moved to Hono-
lulu, Hawaii with a friend, working as a sec-
retary for the U.S. Navy at Pearl Harbor.
Shortly after the tragic attack of 1941, she met
Charles, a U.S. Marine Corps sergeant, when
he stopped by her office one day; she caught
his eye and by way of introduction he threw a
paper clip in her direction. They married in
Honolulu in 1943.

After the war Polly and Charles moved to
his hometown of Evanston, lllinois, where their
children Mary (Latta), Jean and Robert were
born. Later they lived in Arlington Heights, Illi-
nois, where Polly was a homemaker and
school volunteer. Polly and Charles retired to
Mountain Home, Arkansas in 1987 where she
quickly became active in the community, vol-
unteering at the elementary school and the
Mountain Home library. Charles passed away
in October 1990 at 71 years of age.

She loved listening to the first-graders prac-
tice reading, and she spent many happy hours
shelving books at the library, working at the li-
brary book sales and hosting/attending
Friends of the Library meetings. She was hon-
ored for her years of service to the library
when Baxter County proclaimed April 25, 2009
as Polly Millhouser Day. Polly is a member
and former Deacon of the First Presbyterian
Church of Mountain Home, Arkansas.

Polly stayed active as a member of a casual
walking group of friends who for years walked
a 3-mile loop at a local park three times a
week. She finally quit putting up her own
storm windows when she turned 93. By her
grandson David and Amy (Downs) Latta, she
has two amazing great-grandchildren, Hannah
and Jack.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Mrs.
Millhouser a very happy 100th birthday.

———
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Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Virginia “Gini” Fellows, a resident in
my district and 71-year-old Ironman triathlete.

Gini was born and raised near Detroit,
Michigan, became a Registered Nurse, and
married Dr. William Fellows in 1970. In 1978,
the couple was recruited by Gulf Coast Med-
ical Center and moved to Long Beach, Mis-
sissippi, making the coast their home.

A skiing injury in her twenties resulted in
knee surgery and many years later, rehabilita-
tive therapy. Meanwhile, their son Patrick, a
race event organizer, saw an opportunity to
put his mom’s freshly revived knee to work in
an upcoming all-women'’s triathlon held in April
2007. She agreed to do the race, vowing to
set her own pace, and won her age division at
age 59.

That first race gave Gini the confidence to
enter more races, and over the next couple of
years, she completed two Ironman half-mara-
thons leading up to competing in the Florida
Ironman Triathlon in 2016.

Winning her age division in Florida qualified
Gini for the 2017 World Championship
Ironman Triathlon in Kona, Hawaii. Husband
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Bill encouraged Gini to keep training in spite
of his own bout of lung cancer. Sadly, six
weeks before her race in Kona, Bill passed
away.

When asked how one mentally handles the
physical challenge of a triathlon, Gini ex-
plained that she focused her thoughts on her
various friends within each portion of the
event. During the 112-mile bike ride, she
thought of her friends with whom she likes to
ride; likewise with the 26.2 mile run. During
the 2.4-mile swim, she thought of the life-
guards who look after her as she trains and
races. She reflected on her family, their chil-
dren and 11 grandchildren, but she saved her
“Last Mile” for Bill, focusing her thoughts on
their 472 years of marriage, the love they
shared, and the lifetime of memories created
between them.

Gini is an inspiration and encourager to
those who show interest in running or com-
peting. Gini says to start with that first step
and to start by walking. At age 71, Gini has
found a passion for triathlons and says, “I plan
to stick with it, as long as I'm able.” | am
proud to honor Gini Fellows, an inspirational
triathlete and Ironman from Mississippi’s
Fightin’ Fourth District.

———————
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
deep respect that | recognize the tragic loss of
Staff Sgt. Carl Philippe Enis, one of seven
brave U.S. service members killed in a heli-
copter crash last Thursday, March 15, 2018 in
western Iraq.

Carl, a South Florida native who grew up in
my Congressional District in Pinecrest, was an
Air Force pararescueman serving in a combat
role in Iraq for the 308th Rescue Squadron
from Patrick Air Force Base supporting Oper-
ation Inherent Resolve when his helicopter
went down.

Sergeant Enis was a Reserve Citizen Air-
man combat rescue and recovery specialist
who supported Air Force and special oper-
ations.

Carl’s job truly embodied his heart and spirit
where he consistently put his own life at risk
to save others both in combat and humani-
tarian environments.

He always tackled every challenge with a
smile on his face, no matter the danger or dif-
ficulty.

Carl was also an active outdoorsman who
embraced his passion for fishing, hiking, hunt-
ing and scuba diving and lived his life to the
fullest.

Sergeant Enis was a graduate of Gulliver
Prep and Florida State University.

Carl is survived by his wife Angela, his
mother Colleen, and his brother Edward.

Their families, the community, and all Amer-
icans can be proud knowing that Sergeant
Enis gave his last full measure performing his
mission and serving the most noble
Pararescue creed: ‘These things we do, that
others may live’.
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the black women in our
country who have, for decades, led this na-
tion’s fight for justice without the recognition
they deserve.

Some are calling 2018 the year of the black
woman. This year, black women are proving
the strength of their voice at the ballot box,
black women are running for office in record
numbers, and black women are leading move-
ments against sexual harassment and police
violence. But | believe that 2018 is the year of
the black woman because, after decades of
activism and advocacy, this is our year to give
black women the recognition they deserve.

As we celebrate women’s history month,
let’s reflect on the fact that today’s story of the
suffrage movement so often imagines Amer-
ica’s suffragettes as uniformly white. That was
not the case. From Sojourner Truth to Nannie
Helen Burroughs, we must remember the cou-
rageous black women who stood up for their
right to vote.

Let us remember Ida B. Wells, who led the
fight for women’s rights but was asked to
march at the back of the women’s suffrage pa-
rade because she was black. She refused,
she persisted, and she marched with her
state’s delegation for her right to vote.

Black women have not only led our nation’s
fight for justice for decades, but they have un-
derstood the true nature of injustice for just as

long.
Today’s social justice movements have
taken ahold of the concept of

intersectionality—the fact that race, class and
gender, do not exist separately but create
interwoven systems of discrimination.

It was a black woman—Kimberlé Cren-
shaw—who originally coined the term
“intersectionality” in 1989. But even before
intersectionality was a word, it was black
women who knew the truth about the injus-
tices of discrimination in America.

It was 1893 when a black suffragette named
Anna Julia Cooper said,

“The colored woman feels that woman’s
cause is one and universal; and that not till
the image of God, whether in parian or ebony,
is sacred and inviolable; not till race, color,
sex, and condition are seen as the accidents,
and not the substance of life; not till the uni-
versal title of humanity to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness is conceded to be inalien-
able to all; not till then is woman’s lesson
taught and woman’s cause won.”

Generations of black women have fought,
bled and died for their right to vote. And so
many of these heroes are from my home state
of Alabama. It was the death of four little black
girls in the bombing of Birmingham’s 16th St.
Baptist Church that awakened our nation to
the realities of violent racism. Heroes like
Recy Taylor, Rosa Parks, Claudette Colvin
and Autherine Lucy Foster—to name only a
few—stood up against brut violence to build a
world where men and women of every race
and class have the opportunities they deserve.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month,
we must not only remember the sacrifices they
made, but the work that remains to be done
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